THIS journal is not the place for any critical discussion of Dr. Prinzhorn's new book. It may suffice to call attention to it as a great book which no one interested in the field of psycho-therapy can afford to neglect. Prinzhorn's voluminous writings have already established his reputation as a critical intellect of a high order who brings to the task of evaluating the many conflicting schools of psychology, and especially the schools of medical psychology, an unrivalled acquaintance with the literature, a very broad background of medical, biological, and philosophical culture, and a sound, trenchant, yet tolerant judgment.
In On the other hand are those, only become vocal in recent years, who declare that the ancient Greeks were essentially savages, with whom we can have little in common, and the more our anthropological knowledge increases, it is claimed, the more manifest that savagery becomes. They were accomplished in art and metaphysics, and, as we now know, savages, the peoples whom we regard as most nearly " primitive," are apt to be specially gifted in these fields, so that even the Arunta of Central Australia, while still living in the Stone Age, have been found to be almost ' Platonic ' The keynote of this book is its sanity. In contrast to many works on the same theme emanating from the Continent, it is neither verbose nor unduly sentimental. It treats objectively of the physical processes concerned in the sexual life of the individual, and bases its consideration of the problems of marriage upon the facts, and not the theories, of life.
ROUTLEDGE 68-74 CARTER LANE, E.C.4
